Life’s Too Short . . . Book of Ruth

April 15 – May 5, 2007

Overview and Thoughts on the Series . . .

· This is a “high touch” high invite series

· It speaks to real issues of life and is a bit more “felt need” oriented
· It is designed to be the first series after the Jesus series and will continue the focus on “deeper teaching” 
· It is biographical and story oriented

· It is not just about the person of Ruth but the characters found in the book of Ruth and the story of God’s redemption
	Date

Teach
	Title & Passage
	Focus

	4.15

DJ
	Life’s Too Short to Hold On to Bitterness

Ruth 1

Life’s Too Short pt. 1
	Getting past the crud of life experiences, tragedies, and disappointments. 

	4.22 

DH
	Life’s Too Short to Live In the Past

Ruth 2

Life’s Too Short pt. 2
	Refusing to allow our past to imprison us but harnessing its power to propel us for the future. 

	4.29 

DJ
	Life’s Too Short to Play It Safe

Ruth 3

Life’s Too Short pt. 3
	Seizing the dynamic of connecting personal integrity, our story of faith, and God’s miraculous care to passionately venture into life.

	5.5 

DJ
	Life’s Too Short to Live Without Hope
Ruth 4

Life’s Too Short pt. 4
	Playing for keeps in the game of life now so as to impact the game that continues after our life is over. 


CONVERSATIONS
Life-on-life interactions with Jesus From the book of John
Jesus was the master at engaging all kinds of individuals – men, women, religious / non-religious, persons of varying socio-economic status - in life-impacting conversations. This series is a sampling of a few of those conversations.

	Date
	Title / Topic
	Theme / Focus
	Teach
	Adds

	9-9
	Sabbatical Conversations
	Dennis reports on the Sabbatical Journey
	DJ
	

	9-16
	Conversations In the Shade

John 1:43-50

Nathaniel 
	Jesus connects with my doubts
	DJ
	Testimony – Brad Schubert

	9-23
	Conversations In the Night

John 3:1-21

Nicodemus


	All of us are spiritual beings - but how does that play out? What is the difference between being spiritual, being religious, or being a follower of Christ? Enter into the conversation Jesus holds with a religious man who sensed a need for something more - Jesus connects with my spirituality
	DJ
	Testimony – 

	9-30
	Conversations at the Water Cooler

John 4:4-26

Woman of Sychar


	Why do we keep secrets?  What about our lives do we keep hidden from those around us?  How does Jesus want to interact with those facets of life?  Enter into the conversation Jesus holds with a woman with a hidden life – Jesus connects with my secrets  

Jesus connects with my secrets
	PY
	Testimony – 

Freedom in Christ?

	10-7
	Pool Side Conversations

John 5:1-15

The Lame Man


	God helps those who help themselves – at least that’s how the quote (not from the Bible) goes. But is that really true? Enter into the conversation Jesus holds with a man in need - Jesus connects with my deepest needs.
	DJ
	Testimony – Terri Stewart


MONOPOLY

God’s Word On the Real Money Game

All of us have played the game. It’s all about getting as much as you can as fast as you can so you are able to “can” the other players before they “can” you. It’s about gaining a monopoly – exclusive control – so that you can control the board and win the game.

But what is it to have God gain the monopoly in our lives? What if he had exclusive control of everything? How might that impact our earning, spending, saving and especially giving? What would it look like if we tapped into the infinite wisdom of the God who gets it financially? What if we simply followed His principles? What if He were to achieve a monopoly in our lives?

	Date
	Title / Topic
	Theme / Focus
	Teach

	1-13
	It’s Ridiculous!
2 Corinthians 8:1-15


	What is it to have God gain a monopoly in our lives? What if he had exclusive control of everything? What would it look like if we tapped into the infinite wisdom of the God who gets it financially?

Ridiculous Christ Followers First Give Themselves
	DJ

	1-20
	It’s Hilarious!

2 Corinthians 9:1-8


	Generosity has a contagious quality about it.  When we give to those in need God grace expands into our lives and the people around us.  Then we will start to experience what God calls a “Cheerful Giver” and we discover the hilarious side of a generous lifestyle.


	DH

	1-27
	It’s Indescribable!

2 Corinthians 9:9-15


	In our community where economics and resources scream scarcity how can God be a God of abundance, generosity, overflowing liberality and surpassing grace?  Discover how God wants to do more with less in us and through us… it really is indescribable!
	PY


RESOURCES TO PROMOTE
· The Bible
· Dave Ramsey Seminar – Total Money Make-Over – January 26 at the Van Andel Arena in GR

· Good Sense Ministry      ON OUTLINE 1-13 / Worship Folder/E-News
· The Treasure Principle – Randy Alcorn

· Money, Possessions, and Eternity – Randy Alcorn

· Revolutionary Generosity – Kirk Nowery
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mo[nopo[ly 7m! 
n9p$! 
lc8   n.,
pl. -[lies 5L monopolium < Gr monopblion, right of exclusive sale, monopblia, exclusive sale < monos, single (see MONO-) + pblein, to sell < IE base *pel- > Lith pe,nas, wages6 

1
exclusive control of a commodity or service in a given market, or control that makes possible the fixing of prices and the virtual elimination of free competition 
2
an exclusive privilege of engaging in a particular business or providing a service, granted by a ruler or by the state 
3
exclusive possession or control of something 
