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Pastor’s News and Notes
June 12, 2009
            

   Unless the Lord builds a house,
      the work of the builders is wasted.
   Unless the Lord protects a city,
      guarding it with sentries will do no good.
Psalm 127:1, NLT
PRAYER FOCUS
Church for this week: (6/08/09) Iva First – Wade and Nora Lee Rogers
Church for next week: (6/15/09) Knighton Chapel – Jackie and Blanche Ray

Church for the next week: (6/22/09) – Harold and Gloria Jones
· District events this summer: District Conference, Missions Rally, Family Camp, youth camps and children’s camps.

· Rev. George Brassard (Fellowship - Iva) was scheduled for surgery Thursday to fuse his spine and remove two discs.  The surgery has been rescheduled for Monday, June 15, at Emory University.

· Mrs. Dan (Rita) Belcher (Chesnee) had rotator cuff surgery on June 11.
· The daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Carroll Hutcheson, Shannon Stewart, has been diagnosed with breast cancer and is undergoing treatment, including surgery. 
· Rev. Bob Wilson (Northeast) is recovering from shoulder surgery.

· Mrs. Bob Cooley (Norma) is continuing treatment for her breast cancer.  

· Rev. Ray Lewis (Retired) continues rehabilitation following surgery for a broken hip. 

· Mrs. Herbert Taylor (Carolyn) is recovering from her chemotherapy.

· Continue to pray for the physical needs of Rev. Darlene Teague.

· Pray for Mrs. Chet Rowan (Kathy) whose pain intensity has increased during the past few weeks. 

· Gladys Spearman, mother of Lynne (Mrs. Ken) Addis, has experienced a return of her cancer.

· The families of Vergie Milstead.
· South Coastal DS Dan Berry and his wife, Shelley http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/danshelleyberry.

We extend our sympathy to Revs. Homer and Howard Smith in the loss of their brother, Melvin.  He had been in a nursing home for several years.
What’s Been Happening
My usual practice has been to begin working on the PNN at the first of the new week and then update as time allows before publishing toward the end of the week.  Sometimes I even begin the week before.  Well, it is early Friday morning and I just began the process of pulling this together.  That is an indication of a relentless week with both expected and unexpected duties and schedules.
The first part of the week included end-of-the-year ReFocus meetings with pastors.  With these meetings, ReFocus Group Two completed this stage of the process and ReFocus Group Three concluded their first year.  These pastors and congregations have begun a journey that has impacted, and will continue to impact, how they do church.  I will include more details in my annual report.  For now I want to list the pastors and congregations from Group Two: Tim Jones/United; Don Milstead/Trinity; Steve Stanley/Greenville, First; Phillip Modlin/Pelzer; Wade Roger/Iva First; Scott Uselman/Smith Chapel; Dan Groves/CenterPoint; and Kenny Smith/Greenwood.

Scott Uselman and I took Genetta Herrera, our ReFocus facilitator, to the airport very early on Thursday morning.  For the last four years, Genetta has become like part of our family as she has stayed in our home monthly and worked diligently with our pastors and congregations.  This next year, she will not be coming as frequently and more of the leadership for this resource will be provided by those she has trained.  The benefits of her ministry in our district are incalculable.  She is a gift to The Kingdom.

For the last two Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings, I have had the privilege of ministering at Common Ground during this time of transition for them.  I invite you to pray for them.  

We are now gearing up for the summer schedule with the first camp of the summer–our middle school camp–beginning next week.  That means that district conference can’t be far behind.  Thank you for your prayers during these demanding days.

Joyfully serving,

Pastor Buddy     
News and Information
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Need scholarship money for college?

Campus Challenge will help you get there.

Compete this summer in many areas including music, art and writing.

July 24 and 25, 2009 at Southern Wesleyan University

There’s NO limit on the amount of money you can earn and it can all

be used toward your tuition at any of five Wesleyan Universities.

Visit wesleyantalent.org for details, or contact Gail Kerstetter

at gkerstetter@swu.edu or 1-800-282-8798, ext. 5433.
DS Schedule for June
	1-3
	ReFocus
	

	1
	True Life Christian Fel. Adv. Council
	6:30pm

	2
	Willett Vess Birthday Reception
	7pm

	3
	Common Ground
	7pm

	7
	Common Ground
	10:30am

	9
	DBA – Finance & Operations Team
	5pm

	10
	Common Ground
	7pm

	11
	Frontline Leadership Team
	7pm

	12
	Beard Anniversary Reception
	

	14
	Walhalla
	AM

	16
	Leadership Team
	

	17 
	Techology Show
	9:00am

	18
	DBA
	6pm, United

	20 
	Wiggins Anniversary Reception
	

	21
	FWC/ALIVE
	9:30am, 11:00am

	24
	Day Alone with God
	

	27
	DBMD
	9am, Amistad

	28
	Glenville
	Pastor Installation


Quote for the Week

God loves with a great love the man whose heart is bursting with a passion for the impossible.

– William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army 

Humor for the Week  (Could these be your grandchildren?)
A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was like: '”We used to skate outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our front yard.  We rode our pony.  We picked wild raspberries in the woods.”  The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in.  At last she said, “I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!” 

My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, “Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?”  I mentally polished my halo and I said, “No, how are we alike?'' “You're both old,” he replied.

I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colors yet, so I decided to test her.  I would point out something and ask what color it was.  She would tell me and was always correct.  It was fun for me, so I continued.  At last, she headed for the door, saying, “Grandma, I think you should try to figure out some of these yourself!”
